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comes over from Windsor to Claremont she drives at a great pace
all the way, 12 miles an hour. The distance is 18 miles and she
changes horses at Chertsey, but the equerry in attendance is obliged
to ride the same horse all the way. A short time ago she came over
for the day, Lord Alfred in attendance riding 16 stone and riding
by the carriage door covered with mud from the wheels. They
came at the grand trot all the way, and when they reached Clare-
mont the Queen said alighting, 1 hope you are not tired, Lord
Alfred/ 'Well, Ma'am', drawled Lord Alfred, 'we had all our
work to do to keep up.' The Queen is always addressed in private
as 'Madam' to save 'Your Majesty' which is not allowed.
From the passage of the equerries' quarters we descended a stair-
case into the stables immediately below. The equerries try to get
the horses put under each other's rooms that they themselves may
not have their sleep broken by the stamping and neighing of the
horses and the rattling and ringing of their chains. There is not room
for the equerries usually in the house so they are sent down here to
sleep. Mr. M. gave us an admirable luncheon of roast mutton and
claret followed by an excellent Gloucestershire wild duck. Also he
made us drink some very powerful mountain dew. After which
we sallied out towards the house which we entered by a back
door after passing through a tunnel well managed so that tradesmen
and servants can approach the back entrance without being seen
from the house. We went through the large dark kitchen with its
immense fire and admirable hot plate dresser. In the back kitchen
a boiler had just burst and the ruin of the boiler was standing
surrounded by debris, waiting for repairs. Mr. M. had been very
busy in the house all the morning giving orde"rs and superintending
the preparations for Lord Lorne and the Princess Louise who are to
pass their honeymoon here in March. *
We went up a staircase into the Grand Hall, which is oval and
paved with white and black marble. There are some busts in the
tall, of Prince Leopold and the Princess Charlotte.
The rooms he en suite all round the grand hall and staircase. The
first we went into was the drawing room furnished and coloured
with blue, with some handsome orange-yellow Japanese or Chinese
folding screens; The window seats of white marble. In this room
are two beautiful pictures, one of the Duchess of Kent with the
1 The wedding took place on the 21 st March.

